FEB-2' -05 THU 12:03 AM S 



CHEUL 



T03 



948 1 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: 051481-5053 
Application No.: 09/639,083 
Page 2 

members, and each secJ «d end being resilienUy movable with respect to the first member, each 
second end including a Irst one of a cavity feature and a protrusion feature, and each first 
projection including a A lir of first faces; and 

a pair of grooves in a second one of the male and female members, each groove 
extending parallel to the axis and receiving a respective one of the pair of first projections, and 
each groove including a second one of the cavity feature and the protrusion feature, the second 
feature cooperatively en paging the first feature such that the first member is centered about tlie 
\ axis with respect to the i econd member and such that the first member is retained along the axis 

^ with respect to the secor i member, and each groove including at least two surfaces slidingly 

confronting respective a es of the pair of first faces and preventing relative displacement of the 
first and second member! perpendicular to the plane. 

(Amended) Th| system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
at least one second projection fixed to the first member and extending parallel to the 
plane, each second projecffion including a pair of second faces slidingly engaging respective ones 
of the pair of grooves and preventing relative displacement of the first and second members 
perpendicular to the plane. 

3 . (Amended) The s|stem according to claim 2, wherein there axe a pair of the second 
projections, each of the secoad projections slidingly engaging respective surfaces of 
corresponding ones of the pa^ of grooves. 



^11. (fended) A system for connectijag a male member to a female member, the male 
* y and female inembers being relatively disp]aceable substantially along an axis lying in a plane, 
the system comprising: 

a pair oMrst projections each extending parallel to the plane and each having a first end 
spaced from a secc^nd end, each first end being fixed to a first one of the male and female 
members, each second end being lesiliently movable with respect to the jfirst member to absorb 
relative vibration b€t\a^n the male and female members, and each first projection including a 
pair of first faces; 

a pair of grooves inVsecond one of the male and female members^ each groove 
extending parallel to the axis\id receiving a respective one of the pair of first projections, and 
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each groW including at least two surfaces sJidingly confronting respective ones of the pair of 
first faceland preventing relative displacement of the first and second members perpendicular to 
the plane;* 
a ti| formed on each second end and an aperture extending from each groove through the 
second meiber, each tip tapering from a first size at least as large as its corresponding aperture 
to a second |ze smaller than the corresponding aperture, and each tip cooperatively engaging its 
corresponding aperture such that the first member is centered about the axis with respect to the 
second memblr and such that the first member is retained along the axis with respect to the 
^ second membl; each tip being visible in its corresponding aperture when the first member is 
letained along axis with respect to the second member; and 
a pair of|ecoiid projections fixed to the first member and extending parallel to the plane, 
each second projiction having at least two second faces slidingly engaging corresponding 
surfaces in respeclve ones of the pair of grooves to prevent relative displacement of the first and 
second members p©pendicular to the plane. 

1 2. (Amended) \ A method of connecting a male member to a female member, the maje and 
female members bein^relatively displaceable substantially along an axis lying in a plane, the 
method comprising: 

providing a first ^e of the male and female members with a pair of first projections each 
extending parallel to the j^ane and each having a first end spaced from a second end, each first 
end being fixed to the first Vmber, and each second end being resiliently movable with respect 
to the first member, each second end including a first one of a cavity feature and a protrusion 
feature, and each first projectfen including a pair of first faces; 

providing a second onebf the male and female members with a pair of grooves, each 
groove extending parallel to the\xis and receiving a respective one of the pair of first 
projections, each groove including a second one of the cavity feamre and the protrusion feature, 
and each groove including at least IWo. surfaces; 

aligning the male member wMi respect to the female member along the axis such that 
each groove will receive a respective of the pair of first projections such that each of the first 
faces slidingly confronts a respective o^ of the surfaces so as to prevent relative displacement of 
the first and second members perpendicmar to the plane; and 
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relatively displacing th^ale member with respect to the female member until the 
second feature cooperatively e/gages the first feature such that 

^ fifsj^member is centered about the axis with respect to the second 

' member, 

the firit member is retained along the axis with respect to the second 
rnember, andf 

relative vibration between the first and second members is absorbed. 

13. (Amended) The Method according to claim 12, further comprising; 

providing the first iember with a pair of second projections extending parallel to tlie 
plane, each second project|)n including a pair of second faces slidingly engaging respective ones 

that the first and second members are prevented from relative 
to the plane. 



of the pair of grooves such 
displacement perpendiculai 
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